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Vote  Yes  on  Oakland  Measure  DD  sep  3 o 2002  , 


library 


The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  urges  all  of 
its  members  who  live  in  Oakland  to  vote  YES 
on  Measure  DD,  the  Oakland  Trust  for  Glean 
Water,  Safe  Parks,  when  you  vote  on  Novem- 
ber 5,  2002.  Measure  DD  brings  desperately  needed  funds 
for  Oakland  stream  and  wetland  restoration,  for  improve- 
ments to  Lake  Merritt’s  water  quality  and  the  Lake  Merritt 
Ghannel,  and  for  improved  public  access  to  the  Oakland 
shoreline.  We  are  particularly  proud  of  our  role  in  having 
money  allocated  for  wetland  restoration  in  the  Lake  Merritt 
Ghannel. 

Thanks  to  the  dedicated  efforts  of  GGAS  members  John 
Bowers,  Patty  St.  Louis  and  Garoline  Kim,  the  Oakland 
Estuary  Policy  Plan,  a component  of  the  Gity’s  General  Plan, 
includes  language  for  restoring  wetlands  in  the  Ghannel. 
When  Bond  Measure  DD  was  first  proposed  there  was  no 
specific  funding  for  such  wetland  restoration.  Garoline  Kim, 
who  attended  many  of  these  meetings,  recognized  this  lack 
and  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  Oakland  Gity 
Gouncilperson  Danny  Wan.  Gouncilman  Wan  immediately 
agreed  to  insert  the  appropriate  and  necessary  language  into 
the  bond  measure. 

Why  is  wetland  restoration  important?  Over  75  percent 
of  our  sport  and  commercial  fish  depend  upon  wetlands  for 
survival.  Wetland  vegetation  and  wetland  soils  absorb  con- 
taminants from  both  surrounding  water  and  air,  thus  helping 
to  provide  us  with  clean  air  and  clean  water.  Wetlands  pro- 
vide critical  habitat  for  shorebirds  and  waterfowl  and  even 
many  terrestrial  bird  species  that  forage  for  food  in  wetland 
vegetation  at  some  point  in  their  life  cycle.  Acre  for  acre, 
wetland  vegetation  produces  more  biomass  and  more  oxy- 
gen than  a field  of  wheat.  As  you  can  see,  it’s  hard  to  find  a 


more  important  habitat  type  than  wetlands.  As  an  added 
Audubon  bonus,  the  Lake  Merritt  Ghannel  is  one  of  the 
few  places  we  find  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  in  the  Gentral  Bay 
and  wetland  restoration  should  greatly  benefit  this  species. 

So  we  are  veiy  gratified,  indeed,  to  have  wetland  restora- 
tion included  in  Measure  DD.  Our  thanks  to  Councilman  Wan 
and  GGAS  members  Caroline  Km  and  John  Bowers  for  mak- 
ing this  excellent  bond  measure  even  better.  Please  vote  for 
Measure  DD.  ^ 


Vote  yes  on  Proposition  50, 
The  Clean  Water  And  Coastal 
Protection  Bond  2002 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  urges  you  to  Vote 
Yes!  on  State  Proposition  50  this  November.  Prop  50 
provides  essential  funds  for  v\/ater  conser/ation  and 
recycling  and  also  much  needed  money  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  extremely  critical  coastal  habitats.  At  least  $200 
million  will  be  available  for  coastal  land  acquisitions  in 
the  Bay  Area. 

Protecting  critical  wildlife  habitat  is  essential  if  we  hope 
to  preserve  our  Bay  Area  wildlife.  The  only  way  to 
really  do  this  in  our  ever-growing  Bay  Area  is  to  ac- 
quire these  habitats  and  put  them  into  public 
ownership  specifically  for  wildlife  preservation  and 
human  nature-recreation  purposes.  Proposition  50  will 
make  this  possible.  Please  vote  yes  for  Prop  50  this 
November. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

Susan  Groves 


Hawk  Hill 
Saturday,  October  5 

Marin  County  Hawk  Hill,  in  the 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area, 
is  the  premiere  hawk  watch  location  in 
the  West.  Each  fall  about  20,000  hawks 
fly  over  Hawk  Hill  and  over  200  volun- 
teers engage  in  hawk  counting,  band- 
ing, telemetry  and  other  research  pro- 
grams. Enjoy  the  majesty  of  the  various 
species  of  hawks  that  migrate  through 
the  Bay  Area  with  Golden  Gate  Raptor 
Observatory  Day  Leader  Stefanie 
Arthur.  Bring  lunch  and  liquids,  sun- 
screen, hat.  Layered  clothing  advisable. 
Trip  will  end  around  2:00.  Meet  at  10 
a.m.  at  the  middle  platform  of  Hawk 
Hill  (Battery  129).  Coming  from  Marin 
County  take  the  last  exit  before  Golden 
Gate  bridge.  Turn  left  at  stop  sign,  then 
right  into  the  GGNRA,  on  Conzelman 
Rd.  Drive  to  top  of  hill  and  park.  Walk 
up  to  Hawk  Hill  via  the  gated  fire  road. 
From  San  Francisco  take  the  first  exit 
after  the  bridge  which  is  Alexander. 
Turn  left,  drive  under  the  freeway.  Turn 
left  and  then  right  into  the  GGNRA. 
You  will  he  on  Conzelman  Rd.  Parking 
limited  so  come  early  and  carpool  if 
possible.  Leader;  Stefanie  Arthuir 
415.587.9282. 

Strybing  Arboretum, 

San  Francisco 

Sunday,  October  6,  November  3 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  the  front  gate  of  the 
Arboretum  (9th  Ave.  and  Lincoln  Way) 
for  this  regular  first  Sunday  of  the 
month  half-day  trip.  4Te  Strybing  Ar- 
boretum is  a delightful  section  of 
Golden  Gate  Park,  with  several  “micro- 


habitats” attracting  a varied  array  of  resi- 
dent, migrant  and  vagrant  birds.  Begin- 
ners and  all  others  welcome.  GGAS  co- 
leaders: Allan  Ridley,  Rick  Ferrick; 
Strybing  Arboretum  Docents:  Helen 
McKenna,  Linda  Lyons.  415.566.3241. 

San  Mateo  Coast 
Saturday,  October  12 

We  plan  on  birding  at  Pescadero  in  the 
morning  and  Ano  Nuevo  in  the  after- 
noon. We  will  look  for  migrants,  shore- 
birds  and  seabirds,  including  Marbled 
Murrelet  and  Black-vented  Shearwa- 
ter. Meet  at  9 a.m.  in  the  parking  lot 
of  San  Gregorio  State  Beach  (near  the 
junction  of  Highways  1 & 84).  Bring 
lunch  and  liquids  and  be  prepared  for 
cool  weather.  Heavy  rain  cancels. 
Beginners  welcome.  Leader:  Alan 
Hopkins  415.664.0983.  $ (^) 

Arrowhead  Marsh, 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Regional  Shoreline 
Sunday,  October  13 

We  will  explore  the  Bay  and  the  Miti- 
gation Marsh  area  of  MLK  Regional 
Shoreline.  There  should  be  shorebirds 
and  waterbirds.  Meet  at  9 a.m.  for  a 
half-day  trip.  Take  880  to  Hegenherger, 
turn  right  onto  Hegenherger,  right  on 
Doolittle,  right  to  Swan  Way,  left  into 
the  park  driveway.  Beginners  welcome. 
Bain  cancels.  Leaders;  Lillian  Fujii 
and  Steve  Hayashi  510.236.4167 
steveandlil@worldnet.att.net. 


Trips  marked  with  [$}  go  to  parks  or  other 
sites  which  require  an  entrance  fee. 
Carpooling  arrangements  will  be  attempted 
by  leader  for  trips  marked  with  a [*]. 
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Pelagic  Seabirding  Trip, 

Monterey  Bay 
Sunday,  October  13,  20 

I his  is  the  optimum  lime  ol  year  lor 
pelagic  hireling  in  Monterey  Bay,  I'he 
numbers  and  variety  of  seahirds  are  at 
a peak  anti  rarities  are  a distinct  [possi- 
bility. 1 ri|i  runs  Irom  7;3()  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 
Four  experienced  leaders  aboard.  $65 
per  person  with  a percentage  going  to 
the  American  Bird  Consei*vancy’s  Alba- 
tross Action  Campaign.  Call  to  register 
831.375.4658;  Further  information  at 
w w w.  m o n t e r e y b a y w h a I e w a t c h . c o m . 
Additional  trip  October  20. 

Fifteenth  Annual  Pt.  Reyes 
National  Seashore 
All-Day  Birding  Blitz 
Saturday,  October  19 

This  is  a joint  activity  of  GCAS  and  the 
National  Park  Sendee.  This  fast-paced 
multi-habitat  trip  covers  the  Five  Brooks 
Pond  area,  Limantour  Spit,  Drakes 
Beach,  Chimney  Rock  and  Point  Reyes, 
ending  at  Bear  Valley,  producing  ap- 
proximately 100  species.  Meet  at  8 a.m. 
at  Five  Brooks  Trailhead  parking  lot 
(about  3.5  miles  south  of  Olema  on 
Fdwy  1).  Bring  food,  water  and  layered 
clothing  for  variable  weather.  Leader; 
Leon  Abrams  415.453.9980  (w)  or 
510.843.4107  (h).  C) 

Landels  Hill— Big  Creek 
Reserve 

Saturday,  October  26 

Come  join  this  exclusive  walk  on  a pri- 
vate 4000-1-  acre  ecological  reserve 
owned  by  private  entities  and  UC 
Santa  Cruz.  Over  140  species  of  land 
and  shore/sea  birds  have  been  identi- 
fied here,  including  Condor  #90.  The 
reserve,  lying  50  miles  south  of  Carmel 
on  Hwy  #1,  is  not  generally  open  to 
the  public.  Members  of  the  Audubon 


Society  are  invited  on  this  rare  occa- 
sion to  explore*  this  beautilul  area. 
Space  is  limited  to  minimi/c“  impact 
to  the  reserve.  Participants  should  wear 
stui'dy  walking  shoes  and  be  prepared 
to  walk  a moderate  distance  on  dirt 
roads  or  maintained  trails.  Meet  at 
7:00  a.m.  in  the  parking  lot  at  Baker’s 
Square  Restaurant  at  the  intersection 
of  llwy  #1  and  Rio  Rd.  Bring  liquids 
and  lunch.  We  will  return  to  Monterey 
early  alternoon.  Leader's:  Rick  Fournier 
and  Terry  1 lallock.  Contact  Terry  to 
reserve  space  at  408.625.1477  or 
tincrrpmor'n@aol.cor'n. 

Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore 
Saturday,  October  26 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  Drakes  Monument 
at  Drakes  Beach.  We  will  be  looking 
for  late  migrants.  The  trip  will  continue 


as  long  as  we  are  seeing  birds.  Bring 
water,  lunch  and  warm  and  wet 
weather  gear'.  Leader;  Hugh  Cotter 
415.931.7736. 

Arrowhead  Marsh, 

Alumetia  CtjLinly 
Saturday,  November  9 

Meet  at  9:30  a.rri.  lor  a three-hour  stroll. 
We  should  see  lots  ol  shorebirds,  per- 
haps Clapper  Rail  and  Burrowing  Owl. 
"Fake  1-880  south  to  Hegenberger  and 
then  west  on  Hegenberger  to  Doolittle 
Drive.  Right  on  Doolittle,  right  onto 
Swan  Way.  Left  into  the  park.  Drive  to 
end  ol  newly  paved  road  and  the  Ar- 
rowhead Marsh  parking  lot.  Bring  a 
scope  if  you  have  one.  All  levels  of 
birders  welcome.  Leader:  Courtenay 
Peddle  5 10.532.891 1 (please  don’t  call 
after  9 p.m.);  capeddle@there.net  ^ 


New  Saltwater  Bird  Identification  Class 

Hone  your  birding  skills  in  a five-session  workshop  on  saltwater  birds  led  by 
Courtenay  Peddle.  Courtenay  is  a long-time  East  Bay  birder  who  has  spent 
thousands  of  hours  honing  his  own  water  bird  skills  at  the  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Regional  Shoreline  Park. 

This  GCAS  workshop  will  start  with  an  orientation  meeting  7 p.m.  on  Tues- 
day, October  29  at  the  GCAS  office.  The  other  four  sessions  will  be  two-hour 
weekend  field  trips  to  East  Bay  wetlands — Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Shoreline  in 
Oakland,  Hayward  Regional  Shoreline,  and  Alameda's  Elsie  Roemer  Wildlife 
Sanctuary.  Among  the  birds  studied  will  be  ducks,  geese,  terns,  gulls,  wad- 
ers (egrets  and  herons)  and  shorebirds. 

The  workshop  is  geared  toward  intermediate  birders.  A scope  is  useful  but 
not  necessary.  Enrollment  is  limited  to  1 5 people  so  that  each  participant  can 
receive  personal  attention.  The  cost  is  $60  per  person;  no  refund  for  missed 
classes  or  field  trips.  To  register,  send  a check  in  the  amount  of  $60.00  made 
payable  to  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  to  the  GGAS  Office  at  2530  San 
Pablo  Avenue,  Suite  G,  Berkeley,  CA  94702.  We  can  also  enroll  you  through 
VISA  or  MasterCard  if  you  call  the  GGAS  office  during  business  hours.  Our 
number  is  510.843.2222.  Unless  the  information  is  on  your  check,  please 
also  provide  your  phone  numbers  and  e-mail  addresses.  The  class  is  limited 
to  GGAS  members. 


THE  GULL  OCTOBER  2002  3 


You  will  notice  some  changes  to  the 
list  we  presented  in  the  September 
Gull.  We  have  corrected  some  errors, 
filled  in  some  holes,  and  rearranged  a 
hit  to  accommodate  schedules.  Look 
for  more  information  in  future  issues 
of  the  Gull  and  on  the  GGAS  Web  site 
at  www'.goldengateaudubon.org. 

San  Francisco 

The  San  Francisco  meetings  are  held 
at  the  Gounty  Fair  building  at  the 
Strybing  Arboretum  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  9th  Avenue  at  Lincoln  Way,  San 
Francisco.  We  meet  socially  at  7 p.m. 
The  programs  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

September  1 3 

Allan  Ridley:  “Anatomy  of  Flight" 

Ever  marvel  at  birds  in  flight,  as  you  stand  on  the 
earth’s  surface  looking  up...  in  envy?  In  this  pre- 
sentation we  will  contrast  our  human  structure  with 
the  anatomy  of  birds;  examining  bones,  feathers, 
wings,  lungs  and  overall  conformation.  Then,  with 
the  basics  of  structure  in  mind  we  will  view  video 
ol  birds  in  flight,  illustrating  the  dynamics  of  flight 
in  several  diverse  species. 

October  1 1 

Arden  Danekas:  “Zambia  - Solar 
Eclipse  and  Local  Sights” 

Arden  Danekas  became  a solar  eclipse  follower  in 
1 979  and  his  pursuit  of  this  passion  has  taken  him 
to  six  continents.  When  the  eclipse  is  over,  he  then 
travels  the  country.  In  Zambia  he  met  wonderful 
people  and  saw  incredible  scenery  and  astonish- 
ing wildlife-  including  the  Shoebill.  This  promises 
to  be  an  interesting  slideshow  and  glimpse  into 
life  in  Zambia,  www./ambialourism.com 

November  8 

Alan  Flopkins:  “San  Francisco 
Cosmopolitan  Ecosystems” 


December  27 

San  Francisco  Christmas  Bird  Count 

January  10 

Stephen  Shunk:  “Wonders  of 
Northern  Alberta  Odyssey:  Bird  Life 
of  the  Boreal  Forest” 

February  14 

TBA 

March  14 

Joe  Morlan:  “Workings  of  the 
California  Bird  Records  Committee” 

April  1 1 

Alvaro  Jaramillo:  “Birds  of  Cuba” 

May  9 

Douglas  Long:  “Bird  Conservation  in 
New  Zealand” 


the  Marlin  Luther  King  Jr.  Wetlands 
Education  Project  taught  by  GGAS  staff 

Berkeley 

1 he  Berkeley  meetings  are  held  at 
the  Northhrae  Community  Church, 
941  The  Alameda,  Berkeley,  (between 
Solano  and  Marin).  We  meet  socially 
at  7 p.m.  The  programs  begin  at 
7:30  p.m. 


September  19 

Dan  Cooper:  “Important  Bird  Areas 
Program” 

Audubon,  as  the  Partner  Designate  for  BirdLife 
International,  is  working  to  identify  a network  of 
sites  that  provide  critical  habitat  for  birds.  This  ef- 
fort, known  as  the  Important  Bird  Areas  Program 
(I BA),  recognizes  that  habitat  loss  and  fragmenta- 
tion are  the  most  serious  threats  facing  populations 
of  birds  across  America  and  around  the  world.  The 
I BA  program  is  a global  effort  to  identify  areas  that 
are  most  important  for  maintaining  bird  populations, 
and  focus  conservation  efforts  at  protecting  these 
sites.  v\'ww.audubon.org/bird/iba/index.htmI 

October  24 

Jim  Shea:  “Swainson’s  Hawks  and 
Other  Critters  of  Butte  Valley”  plus 
“Golden  Gate  Raptor  Obsevatory 
Radio  Telemetry  Program” 

A retired  physicist,  Jim  Shea  describes  himself  as 
a casual  birdwatcher,  but  he  has  a special  passion 
for  hawks.  He  has  been  a volunteer  for  GGRO  for 
6 seasons.  He  has  also  been  a Forest  Service  vol- 
unteer in  Butte  Valley  helping  with  Swainson's 
Hawk  studies,  ww'w.ggro.org 

November  21 

Joelle  Buffa:  “Seabirds  & Seasons  of 
the  Farallon  National  Wildlife  Refuge” 

December  15 

Oakland  Christmas  Bird  Count 

January  16 

Stephen  Shunk:  “Magic  of  Malheur: 
Oasis  in  the  Great  Basin  Desert” 

February  20 

Robin  Grossinger:  “The  Importance 
of  Landscape  History  in  Current 
Conservation  Planning  in  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area” 

March  20 

Jay  Withgott:  “Biodiversity  and 
Conservation  in  Sonora,  Mexico” 

April  17 

Daniel  Edelstein:  “The  Miracle  of 
Migration:  The  Amazing  Nomadic 
Lives  of  Birds  & Other  Animals” 

May  15 

TBA 
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Education  Volunteers 
Bring  Students  to  Wildlife 


by  Amiko  Mayeno  and  Tsahai  Codner 


hen  sluclents  first 
come  on  a CiCJAS 
field  trip,  many  of 
them  fear  that  the 
birds  and  squirrels  might  attack  them, 
and  they  are  afraid  of  touching  the 
marsh  mud.  This  is  understandable,  as 
many  of  them  have  never  before  expe- 
rienced a close  encounter  with  wild- 
life and  their  habitat.  Initially,  the  wild- 
life and  children  often  seem  like  two 
separate  entities,  but  tbe  volunteers 
provide  the  excitement  and  warmth 
that  makes  everything  connect  and  the 
students  light  up.  Before  long,  they  are 
happily  digging  in  the  mud  for  inver- 
tebrates, enthusiastically  searching  for 
the  endangered  California  Clapper 
Rail,  and  voluntarily  getting  their  hands 
dirty,  cleaning  up  the  shoreline  and  re- 
storing the  salt  marsh  habitat  or  the 
California  Least  Tern’s  nesting  ground. 

This  year  GCAS  volunteers  made  it 
possible  for  over  3,400  students  and 
family  members  to  receive  environ- 
mental education  in  Alameda  and 
Oaldand.  This  represents  1,400  more 
participants  than  the  previous  year. 

Thanks  to  these  volunteers,  the  ever- 
widening  educational  gap  between  low- 
and  high-income  communities  is  being 
bridged;  new  friendships  between  vari- 
ous ethnic  and  cultural  groups  are  being 
forged;  and  the  seeds  of  new  environ- 
mental  stewards  are  germinating. 

A thundering  applause  goes  to 
Audre  Newman  who  has  made  the 
GCAS’  international  pen  pal  project 
possible.  Due  to  ber  efforts,  approxi- 
mately 400  students  from  Mexico  and 


the  U.S.  regidarly  exchange  letters 
about  birds,  conservation  and  tbeir 
own  culture.  In  addition  to  coordinat- 
ing tbe  letter-writing  project,  Audre 
consults  on  curriculum,  sits  on  tbe 
education  committee,  and  leads  pro- 
grams in  tbe  classroom  and  field. 
Andre’s  positive  attitude  and  entbusi- 
asm  lor  the  program  have  kept  spirits 
high  among  staff  and  volunteers. 

A special  thank  you  to  Kay  Bloom 
for  giving  so  much  of  her  time.  Kay 
always  stepped  in  to  fill  the  greatest 
need.  Her  kind  and  gentle  spirit  con- 
tinues to  inspire  us  all. 

Since  the  program’s  inception  in 
1998,  Mike  Richter  has  continued  to 
bring  laughter,  joy  and  a strong  back 
to  the  program. 

No  matter  how  busy  John  Luther 
is,  he  always  makes  himself  available 
to  consult  on  the  program's  curriculum 
development.  John’s  expertise  on  birds, 
other  wildlife,  and  their  habitats  is  only 
the  beginning  of  what  be  has  given.  He 
pitches  in  wherever  he  is  needed,  from 
moving  furniture  to  program  advocacy. 
John’s  warmth  and  generosity  seem 
endless  and  infuse  the  entire  program. 

Mica  Sanchez  has  been  essential 
to  getting  our  community  program- 
ming off  the  ground.  Mica  takes  the 
time  to  make  a special  connection  with 
every  child  that  he  encounters  at  the 
recreation  centers  and  libraries. 

GCAS’  volunteer  en\'ironmental 
educators  are  a knowledgeable,  loving, 
creative  and  dedicated  group  of  people. 
They  have  inspired  a deep  understand- 
ing  of  the  interbeing  of  humans. 


wikllilc  and  the  environment.  So,  on 
bchall  ol  the  students,  teachers,  par- 
ents, community  and  the  Golden  Cate 
Audubon  Society  we  extend  a heart- 
felt thank  you.  We  couldn  t have  done 
it  without  you. 

Adult  Volunteers 
Environmental  Educators: 

Judy  Allen,  Ingrid  Baur,  Marj  Blackwell,  Kay 
Bloom,  I loward  Brownson,  Acts  Clierepy,  Stacie 
Chun,  'Hm  CIcere,  Christie  Davis,  l^^slie  Dinkin, 
Leora  Feeney,  Bo  Fipps,  Pat  Cannon,  .Miichale 
CIcnnon,  Joshua  1 lollander,  Cathy  I luhhard.John 
Luther,  Audre  Newman,  Janet  fAtmeroy,  Christie 
Olivas,  Mike  Bichter,  .Mica  Sanchez,  Alexis  Smith, 
Maria  Stcinman,  Bene  Urriola,  Bohin  Wellwood. 

High  School  Student  Mentors 

The  GCAS  was  fortunate  to  have  ex- 
tremely hard-working  and  caring  high 
school  student  mentors  who  gave  their 
time  to  help  lead  activities  in  the  class- 
room and  on  field  trips.  The  elemen- 
tary' teachers  often  commented  that 
the  high  school  mentors  were  a valu- 
able component  of  the  program. 

A special  thanks  to  Amanda  Irvine, 
who  donated  the  most  hours  of  the 
Encinal  High  School  mentors. 
Amanda’s  boundless  energy  and  limit- 
less joy  made  each  program  she 
participated  in  exciting  and  fun  for  all 
in\'olved. 

Congratulations  to  Idona  Johnson 
for  having  donated  the  most  hours  of 
the  Castlemont  High  School  students. 
Idona  s pleasant  and  easygoing  attitude 
helped  create  a friendly  and  peaceful 
atmosphere  for  the  elementary’  stu- 
dents she  taught. 

Castlemont  High  School  Mentors; 

LaBon  Aikens,  Sharnee  Braddy,  Y\'onne  Brand. 
Lakeesha  Calhoun,  Lin  Chan,  Michael  Chan, 
Ilua  Cheng,  Dana  Chilress.  A\etx'  Cravton, 
Lcnard  Goo,  Seloyah  Gordon.  Karla  Herrera, 
Idona  Johnson,  Tremay'e  Jones,  Karema  Lamar, 
Euniece  Law,  Flieu  Le,  .Andres  Martinez,  Tiffany 

continued  on  page  7 
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Chapter 
Wish  List 


e’re  starting  a new 
column  in  the  Gull 
this  month:  our 
Chapter  Wish  List. 
This  is  a list  of  things  and  people  that 
we  greatly  need.  If  you  can  help  us  out 
or  have  questions,  please  call  our  of- 
fice at  510.843.2222. 

Volunteers 

GGAS  volunteers  make  us  one  of  the 
Bay  Area’s  leading  conser\^ation,  envi- 
ronmental education  and  birding  or- 
ganizations. Please  consider  joining  our 
large  and  enthusiastic  group  of  volun- 
teers who  do  good  things  and  feel  great 
doing  them. 

GGAS  needs  a Treasurer  on  our 
Board  of  Directors.  Dave  Shunick, 
our  Treasurer  for  the  last  two  years,  is 
moving  on.  Dave  has  done  amazing 
things  for  our  organization  and  we  are 
very  grateful  to  him.  He  has  set  up  our 
financial  record-keeping  so  that  our 
new  Treasurer  will  have  an  easy  time 
keeping  things  in  order.  The  Treasurer 
attends  10  Board  meetings  per  year, 
helps  prepare  our  budget  and  makes 
sure  our  financial  bookkeeping  is  in 
order.  The  treasurer’s  position  is  a criti- 
cal one  for  GGAS.  We  need  you! 

Our  Hospitality  Chair  for  many 
years,  Ann  Howard,  has  retired.  Please 
consider  becoming  the  GGAS  Hospi- 
tality Chairperson.  The  position  in- 
volves organizing  our  Christmas  Bird 
Count  dinners,  providing  refreshments 
at  our  nature  programs  and  helping  out 
at  GGAS  special  events.  It’s  a reward- 
ing experience.  You  meet  a lot  of  veiy 


nice  people,  you’ll  have  a great  time 
and  you’ll  help  make  our  events  pleas- 
ant for  everyone.  GGAS  pays  for  all  the 
costs — this  requires  only  your  time  and 
interest.  We  also  need  two  people  to 
join  the  Hospitality  Committee  for 
the  monthly  meetings,  one  each  in  San 
Francisco  and  Berkeley.  Hospitality 
Committee  members  attend  the  meet- 
ings to  bring  and  set  up  refreshments, 
help  with  clean-up,  and  handle  GGAS 
sale  items  such  as  books  and  cards. 

We  are  in  great  need  of  a volunteer 
who  will  help  us  keep  our  Conser- 
vation Page  on  our  GGAS  Web  site 
current.  Our  conservation  activists  are 
so  busy  they  don’t  have  time  to  review 
our  Web  page.  This  volunteer  would 
visit  our  Web  page  on  a monthly  basis 
and  ask  our  Web  master  to  delete  old 
issues  and  put  in  new  conservation 
news.  The  volunteer  would  write  the 
new  articles  or  get  them  from  our  con- 
servation advocates. 

Office  volunteers.  Office  volun- 
teers work  a three-hour  shift  once  per 
week  during  our  office  hours  of  Tues- 
day through  Friday  from  9 a.m.  to  noon 
and  1 to  4 p.m.  The  tasks  are  easy.  You’ll 
help  us  answer  the  phone  and  field 
questions  about  birds  (we  have  cheat 
sheets  and  books  to  help  you  answer 
tough  questions  so  it’s  a great  learning 
opportunity,  and  if  you  can’t  find  the 
answer  no  one  gets  upset) . You  also  will 
greet  people  when  they  come  to  the 
office  and  help  with  mailings  and  other 
office  activities  in  our  very  congenial 
and  uplifting  atmosphere. 

Materials 

We  need  a recent-model  color 
printer  for  PC  computers.  If  you  are 

upgrading  your  equipment  and  want 
to  get  rid  of  a good  quality  color  printer 
please  let  us  know!  Your  donations  is 
tax-deductible. 


Donations 

Thank  you  for  your  continued 
response  to  our  Save  Gateway 
Valley  fundraising  appeal. 

Golden  Eagle  ($1000  or  more) 

Maggie  Seely 

Clapper  Rail  ($100  to  $200) 

Kay  Loughman 
Pepi  Ross 

Gifts  (to  $100) 

Cindy  Jane  Cobb,  Tim  Daly  (new 
GGAS  member  donation),  John 
and  Lynn  Dixon,  Norman  C. 
Frank,  Leslie  Friedman,  Madelon 
Flalpern  (Bird  Box),  Carol  L. 
Hanson  (new  GGAS  member  do- 
nation), R.  Hosemann,  Christine 
R.  Mueller  (new  GGAS  member 
donation),  M.  D.  Paley,  Mrs.  H.  T. 
(Marguerite)  Richter,  Rona 
Weintraub 

In  Memoriam 

In  memory  of  Florence  Hart 
Kimball 

John  and  Mary  Hart 
Lorraine  Hart  and  husband, 

N.  Del  Kimball 

Binoculars  for  Latin  America 
Committee 

Pete  Goldman 

A bequest  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 
helps  make  it  possible  for  us  to  continue  the  good 
work  we  do  in  helping  preserve  our  natural  world  for 
future  generations.  If  you  are  interested  in  setting 
up  a bequest,  we  have  a team  of  experts  who  will 
be  glad  to  help  you.  Please  call  Arthur  Feinstein  at 
our  GGAS  office  for  more  information.  Our  phone 
number  is  510.843.2222.  Thanks. 
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Fall  Bird  Seed  Sale 

Friday  and  Saturday,  October  25"’  and  26th 

Moie  hiicls  are  coming!  More  birds  are  coming!  So  slock  u|) 
on  the  quality  Volkman  seed  sold  at  the  GCAS  oFFiee. 

Not  only  will  you  have  the  opportunity  to  pick  up  seed 
outside  the  normal  ollice  hours,  hut  you  can  also  see  our 
new  oFiiee  across  the  hall  From  where  we  were  heFore  (same 
Suite  G address). 

Just  Fill  out  the  seed  and  Feeder  order  Form  below  and 
mail  it  to  the  GGAS  oFFice  with  your  check  or  credit  card 
inFormation  by  Thursday,  October  1 7‘'\  Please  include  a 
stamped,  selF-addressed  envelope  so  your  order  conFirma- 
tion  can  be  mailed  back  to  you. 

In  Filling  out  your  order,  please  take  advantage  oF  the 
10  percent  GGAS  Member  merchandise  discount  by  sign- 
ing up  For  the  new  one-year  $20  GGAS  supporting 
membership  described  in  more  detail  in  the  September  Gull. 

Most  oF  our  native  birds  Favor  either  sunFlower  seeds 
(chickadees,  nuthatches,  woodpeckers.  White-crowned 
sparrow,  purple  and  house  Finches)  or  niger  seed  (gold- 
Finches,  pine  siskins  and  chickadees).  IF  you  have  a question 
about  which  kind  oF  seed  to  buy,  give  us  a call  at  the  GGAS 
oFFice  at  510.843.2222. 

While  you  are  at  the  oFFice,  check  out  the  standard  Field 
guides,  bird  song  cassettes  and  CDs,  plus  new  books  such  as: 

• Passion  For  Birds 

• Sibley’s  LiFe  oF  Birds 

• Stokes  Field  Guide  to  Birds  oF  the  West 

• Treasury  of  North  American  BirdJore 

We  will  have  plenty  oF  extra  seed  on  hand  during  the 
sale,  so  come  down  to  the  oFFice  even  iF  you  did  not  place 
an  order. 


I 1 

GGAS  FALL  BIRD  SEED  ORDER  FORM  | 

Order  and  Prepay  by  Thursday,  October  1 7"'  I 

Pick-Up  Friday,  October  25“’ (3  to  6 p.m.)  or  I 

Saturday,  October  26“' (9  a.m.  to  noon)  at  the  GGAS  Office  . 

Name i 

Address i 

City State Zip  Code  . 

Telephone  (Day) (Evening) 


SEED 

PRICE 

QTY 

AMOUNT 

GGAS  Own  Mix 
Contains  red  and  white  millet 
and  black  oil  sunflower  seed 

20# 

50# 

$ 9.50 
$ 22.75 

Volkman  Premium 
Contains  only  red  and  white 
Millet  and  black  oil  sunflower  seed 

20# 

50# 

$ 9.50 
$22.75 

Black  Oil  Sunflower  Seed 

25# 

50# 

$ 1 1 .00 
$ 19.25 

Black  Oil  Sunflower  Chips 
No  hulls,  no  mess 

25# 

$ 24.00 

Niger  (Thistle)  Seed 

5# 

20# 

$ 7.25 
$ 27.25 

Suet  Cake  (Hi-Energy.  1 1.75  oz.) 

$ 2.00 

FEEDERS 

Duncraft  Seed  Tube  Feeder  16" 

$ 30.25 

Squirrel-Proof  Tube  Feeder 

$ 57.00 

Thistle  Stocking 

$ 3.25 

Hummingbird  (window) 

$ 10.75 

Hummingbird  (16  02.  bottle) 

$ 13.00 

Hummzinger  (saucer  style,  16oz) 

$ 16.75 

Suet  Cage  (2"  x 5"  x 5") 

$ 6.00 

SUB-TOTAL  (Tax  incl.  in  price) 

Less  GGAS  Member  10%  Discount 

(applies  to  new  GGAS  Member-sign  up  on  line  below) 

TOTAL  less  10%  Discount 
Sign  me  up  as  GGAS  Member — Dues  ($20) 
Donation  to  GGAS 
TOTAL  PAYMENT 

Mail  with  payment  and  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to: 
GGAS,  San  Pablo  Avenue,  Suite  G,  Berkeley,  CA  94702 


Check  enclosed Visa MasterCard 

Credit  Card  No. - - - Expiration  Date  _ _ / 


This  sale  is  for  GGAS  and  National  Audubon  members  only.  ^ 


Date 


J 


continued  from  page  5 

Moore,  Lute  Okusi,  Chad  Phelps,  Margaret 
Tisdale,  Alma  Villa,  Nicole  VVanzo,  Rozina  Wiley, 
Jasmine  Williams,  Jesse  Woods,  Rilla  Wyatt. 

Encinal  High  School  Mentors: 

Luil  Aklilu,  Edward  Asejo,  Roderick  Raisa, 
Daniel  Dole,  Jasper  Figueroa,  Genevieve 
Freking,  Katie  Garchar,  Troy  Gennis,  Herman 
Hernandez,  Amanda  Irvine,  Laura  Jarratt, 


Abraham  Kinfu,  Jerry  Le,  Lee  Le,  Mathew 
Middleton-Rice,  Jayme  Miles,  Amelia  Oliver, 
Riza  Ramos,  Aide  Rodriguez,  Rodolfo  Roma, 
Helen  Sega,  Stephen  Silverman,  Mathew 
Stevenson,  Ale.x  Tenelte,  Kalvin  Tran,  Khoa 
Tran,  Veronica  Welch,  Wayne  Woodliff. 

This  project  is  conducted  in  partner- 
ship with  the  East  Bay  Regional  Park 
District,  the  Oakland  UniFied  School 


District,  and  the  College  oF  Alameda. 
It  is  made  possible  through  generous 
contributions  from  the  Coastal  Conser- 
vancy, Youth  in  Wilderness,  the  East  Ba\’ 
Community'  Foundation,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Foundation,  the  National  Fish  and 
WildliFe  Foundation,  the  Flora  Founda- 
tion, Alton  Crooks,  and  Joyce  and  Gort 
Da\as. 
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The  Impact  of  More  Ferry  Service  on  the  Bay 

Patricia  Eckhardt 


n 1999,  the  State  cre- 
ated the  Water  Transit 
Authority  (WTA)  to 
plan  an  expanded  ferry 
system  for  San  Francisco  Bay.  Since 
then,  the  WTA  has  been  developing 
its  proposal  to  expand  sendee  on  ex- 
isting ferry  routes  and  to  establish  new 
routes.  GGAS’  Gonservation  Gommit- 
tee  is  participating  in  an  advisory  group 
to  the  WTA. 

Environmental  Concerns 

Although  ferries  have  an  allure  that 
cars  and  buses  on  jammed  roads  and 
bridges  do  not,  they  present  numerous 
environmental  challenges.  Of  particu- 
lar concern  is  the  WTA’s  proposal  to  site 
one  of  the  new  ferry  terminals  on  the 
Berkeley  waterfront,  either  near  the  Ber- 
keley Pier  or  at  the  foot  of  Gilman 
Street.  Either  location  would  result  in 
significant  impacts  to  the  Eastshore 
State  Park.  A terminal  would  be  built 
at  one  of  these  sites,  along  with  a park- 
ing lot  or  ramp  adequate  for  about  600 
cars,  resulting  in  significant  habitat  de- 
struction. Making  increased  ferry 
sendee  feasible  requires  large  numbers 
of  riders,  which  will  mean  heavy  traf- 
fic. The  wildlife  areas  of  the 
park — including  the  Berkeley  Meadow 
if  a terminal  is  located  at  the  Berkeley 
Pier — would  he  seriously  affected  by 
traffic  going  to  and  from  the  terminal. 

Other  concerns  about  a Berkeley 
ferry  involve  the  impacts  to  the  Bay. 
Dredging  would  be  needed  at  the  ter- 
minal site,  resulting  in  water  quality 
problems,  causing  destruction  of  the  en- 


vironment of  bottom-dwelling  organ- 
isms, and  raising  questions  about 
disposal  locations  for  the  dredged  ma- 
terial. Also,  operation  of  the  ferries  in 
the  Eastshore  State  Park  waters  would 
be  a major  disruption  to  birds  in  the 
area.  The  Park  planners  consider  these 
waters  so  sensitive  to  migratory  birds 
that  even  small  recreational  craft  may 
not  be  allowed  in  some  areas  for  half  of 
each  year.  Having  ferries  coming  and 
going — possibly  at  15-minute  intervals 
year-round — is  not  consistent  with  such 
a sensitive  wildlife  area. 


A Jerry  beads  across  the  Bay  to  San  Francisco 


The  WTA  has  written  a draft  Imple- 
mentation and  Operations  Plan  (lOP) 
for  the  expanded  ferries  that  identifies 
other  environmental  concerns,  includ- 
ing potential  impacts  to  whales,  seals 
and  sea  lions,  and  identifies  some  pos- 
sible mitigation.  In  addition,  the  WTA 
acknowledges  in  the  lOP  that  increased 
ferries  could  be  a serious  threat  to  raft- 
ing birds  that  use  the  Bay  for  resting. 
Avoiding  the  ferries  could  cause  fatigue 
in  these  birds,  in  turn  resulting  in  de- 
creased reproduction.  The  lOP  states 
that  impacts  to  rafting  birds  have  not 
been  adequately  evaluated  due  to  the 


short  timeframe  available  for  develop- 
ing the  Program  Environmental  Impact 
Report  (EIR),  and  therefore  further 
studies  are  needed.  Similarly,  the  lOP 
includes  a statement  that  more  research 
is  needed  to  evaluate  impacts  to  clap- 
per rails  from  ferry  wakes,  which  might 
swamp  nests,  destroy  eggs  and  kill 
chicks. 

How  You  Can  Help 

Gomments  are  due  on  the  EIR  and 
lOP  by  October  31.  Please  mail  your 
comments  to;  WTA,  120  Broadway, 
San  Francisco,  94111,  ATTN:  Steve 
Gastleberry.  The  title  of  the  DEIR  is 
“Expansion  of  Ferry  Transit  Seivice  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.”  Please 
write  the  WTA  and  tell  them  that  the 
Gilman  Street  ferry  terminal  would 
have  significant  impacts  due  to  the 
need  for  dredging  and  because  of  the 
large  number  of  water  birds  in  and 
around  that  location.  Also  please  tell 
them  that  the  Port  Sonoma  feriy  ter- 
minal would  have  non-mitigable  im- 
pacts because  of  its  impacts  on  endan- 
gered species  such  as  the  Galifornia 
Glapper  Rail  and  because  of  the  large 
amount  of  tidal  marsh  located  at  the 
site.  Finally,  tell  them  that  because 
feny  impacts  to  rafting  ducks  has  not 
been  adequately  evaluated,  and  be- 
cause these  impacts  maybe  veiy  sig- 
nificant, the  DEIR  should  not  be  ap- 
proved until  further  work  on  this  issue 
has  been  completed. 

The  DEIR  can  be  seen  on  the  web 
at  mvw.watertransit.org  or  requested 
at  415-291-3377. 
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BACKYARD  BIRDER:  SCENTS-ABILITY 

Meg  Pauletich 


or  centuries,  contro- 
versy has  been  raging  on 
birds’  ability  to  smell. 
Well,  maybe  not  “rag- 
ing,” but  no  one  has  been  able  to  agree 
on  the  e.xtent  to  which  birds  rely  upon 
their  sense  of  smell  for  finding  food, 
recognizing  mates  or  locating  their 
nesting  sites.  No  doubt  this  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  experiments  have  shown 
that  the  sense  of  smell  varies  a great 
deal  between  bird  species.  It  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  measure  a sense  of 
smell  in  animals  and  birds  because  ol- 
faction is  a highly  subjective  sense. 
What  smells  “good”  to  humans  may  be 
horrific  to  other  species.  And  even 
among  humans  there  is  a wide  varia- 
tion. How  many  times  have  you  suf- 
fered because  someone  is  wearing  far 
too  much  of  her  favorite  perfume  while 
it  gives  you  a horrible  headache? 

In  the  1960s,  Betsy  Bang  conducted 
anatomical  studies  at  the  Marine  Bio- 
logical Laboratory  in  Woods  Hole,  MA. 
Her  tests  showed  that  in  23  different 
species,  birds  had  the  capability  to 
smell  just  fine,  thank  you.  These  birds 
have  a mucous  lining  in  the  nasal  pas- 
sages for  odor  molecules  to  stick  to; 
there  are  nerves  to  carry  these  signals 
to  a pair  of  olfactory  bulbs;  and  there 
are  nerves  which  connect  these  bulbs 
to  the  brain.  A few  years  later,  Bernice 
Wenzel,  a behavioral  psychologist  who 
has  done  landmark  studies  on  birds 
sens  of  smell,  showed  that  birds  olfac- 
tory nerves  “lit  up’  when  exposed  to 
different  odors. 

Once  it  had  been  shown  that  birds 


CAN  smell  things,  the  next  question 
was  how  do  we  know  what  they  do  with 
this  knowledge  on  a day-to-day  basis? 
Wenzel  proved  that  New  Zealand  Kiwi 
used  smell  to  locate  food.  In  an  aviar)', 
Wenzel  taught  the  birds  to  feed  from 
buried  aluminum  tubes.  Then  she  sank 
tubes  into  the  ground,  some  filled  with 
dirt  and  others  with  a smelly  concoc- 
tion of  steak,  raisins  and  other  goodies. 
The  Kiwis  performed  admirably,  locat- 
ing the  tubes  of  food  100  percent  of 
the  time! 

The  best  example  of  a bird  finding 
food  with  one’s  nose  is  our  Turkey  'Vul- 
ture. John  James  Audubon  tried  an 
experiment,  placing  a deerskin  full  of 
hay  out  in  the  open.  This  quickly  at- 
tracted a vulture  who  had  located  it 
with  vision  only  to  find  it  had  been 
duped.  When  Audubon  hid  a hog  un- 
der some  brush  and  no  bird  found  the 
odiforous  bait,  he  concluded  that  smell 
wasn’t  used  to  locate  food.  It  was  later 
surmised  that  his  error  was  in  the  bait: 
he  used  a really  rotten  hog.  It  seems 
that  vulture  gourmands  prefer  their 
meals  between  one  and  four  days  ripe! 
Another  possibility  is  that  Audubon 
was  tempting  Black  Vultures  rather 
than  Turkey  Vultures,  and  the  former 
do  not  seem  to  use  mainly  vision  to 
find  food.  They  even  follow  Turkey 
Vultures  around  to  find  food  for  them! 
Kenneth  E.  Stage  of  the  L.  A.  County 
Museum  created  experiments  with 
hidden  dead  animals  and  Turkey  Vul- 
tures which  showed  the  birds’  unerring 
ability  to  find  food  using  the  sense  of 
smell  alone.  He  also  found  that  North 


American  Condors  and  Black  Vultures 
relied  mainly  u[)on  eyesight,  using 
smell  only  minimally  to  locate  carrion. 

Tube-nosed  sea  birds  have  remark- 
ably large  olfactor)'  bulbs  which  help 
them  locate  their  favorite  meal,  krill. 
These  tiny  crustaceans  gather  where 
an  upwelling  of  currents  create  the 
growth  of  phyto-plankton.  Because 
seals  and  penguins  find  krill  equally 
yummy,  they  inadvertently  help  the 
birds  locate  the  krill  as  well.  As  the  krill 
is  eaten,  compounds  are  released 
which  are  irresistible  to  the  birds’  ol- 
factory senses  and  lead  them  to  food. 

Other  uses  for  a sense  of  smell  in- 
clude finding  one’s  own  nest  or  burrow 
in  a huge  colony  of  sea  birds,  finding 
one’s  own  colony  at  sea  on  fogg)'  days 
and  nights,  and  locating  one’s  own 
chick.  Then  there’s  always  courtship. 
The  Crested  Auklet,  a small  gray  sea- 
bird, smells  like  ripe  tangerines!  During 
courtship,  the  pair  rubs  their  bills  along 
each  other’s  necks  where  the  citrus 
scent  is  strongest,  suggesting  that  the 
scent  is  a t)'pe  of  bird  pheromone  (a 
chemical  used  for  se.xual  communica- 
tion). Since  Auklets  live  on  fogg\;  rock\^ 
islands  w'here  w'a\'es  crash  below,  per- 
haps they  can’t  rely  on  hearing  and 
vision  to  get  around.  A sense  of  smell 
comes  in  handy  under  those  conditions. 

Great  Horned  Owls  don’t  seem  to 
have  ANY  sense  of  smell  since  one  of 
their  delicacies  is  a skunk  dinner.  How- 
e\'er,  maybe  to  them  a skunk’s  aroma 
starts  them  salivating!  Maybe  that  will 
be  the  next  experiment — if  the  scien- 
tist can  stand  to  perform  it.  ^ 


THE  GULL  OCTOBER  2002  9 


OBSERVATIONS 


August  1 -31 , 2002 
Jay  Withgott 


ugList  is  the  month  for 
migrating  shorebirds 
and  for  pelagic  species, 
and  this  month’s  re- 
ports were  heavy  on 
those  two  groups  of  birds.  Meanwhile, 
the  push  of  migrant  and  vagrant  passe- 
rines that  always  blossoms  with  such 
excitement  in  September  and  early  Oc- 
tober had  barely  started  by  the  end  of 
August;  the  first  real  fallouts  occurred 
at  Outer  Pt.  Reyes  and  in  San  Francisco 
on  Aug.  30-3 1 , with  only  a smattering  of 
interesting  landbird  reports  before  then. 
Alost  notable  this  period  were  two  spe- 
cies found  just  outside  our  area  (the  nine 
counties  ringing  San  Francisco  Bay)  — 
a Strea  ked  She  arwater  seen  in 
Alendocino  Co.  waters,  and  a Crested 
Caracara  near  Monterey. 

Loons  to  Ducks 

Astonishing  this  time  of  year  was  a Yel- 
low-billed Loon  {Gavia  adamsii)  seen 
Aug.  17  from  a SJPT  out  of  Fort  Bragg, 
AIEN,  1/8-mile  offshore  from  Juan 
Creek  (DS).  Black-footed  Albatrosses 
around  the  Farallons,  SF,  numbered  up 
to  32  on  an  Aug.  1 1 trip,  while  up  to  75 
were  seen  in  SCZ  and  AITY  Co.  waters, 
Aug.  5 & 7 (SJPT). 

The  most  exciting  pelagic  find  of  the 
month  was  a Streaked  Shearwater 
{Calonectris  leucotnelas)  viewed  well  for 
45  min.  from  a SJPT  on  Aug.  1 7 off  Fort 
Bragg,  MEN.  This  species  breeds  off 
Japan  and  flies  to  the  sw  Pacific  for  the 
winter,  but  a handful  of  records  now  ex- 
ist for  California.  This  month’s  bird  was 
6 miles  offshore  among  thousands  of 
birds  near  two  shrimp  boats,  highlight- 
ing a day  that  DS  termed  "truly 
spectacular  ...  a standout  day  in  the  pe- 
lagic history  hooks.”  Also  among  the  6 


shearwater  species  of  that  trip  were  1 
Flesh-footed  Shearwater  and  1 out-of- 
season  Short-tailed  Shearwater.  Fligh 
counts  for  other  shearwaters  in  August 
were  10  Buller’s,  150  Pink-footed,  and 
over  100,000  Sooties  on  the  Aug.  24  SJPT 
from  Monterey,  MTY.  Also  on  the  24‘'\ 
but  from  land,  a Black-vented  Shearvv'a- 
ter  sheared  by  the  mouth  of  Tunitas 
Creek,  SM  (RSTh).  On  Aug.  8,  a Manx 
Shearwater  [Pnjfimis  pujfiniis)  was  re- 
corded on  Monterey  Bay,  MTY  (SJPT). 

Ashy  and  Black  Storm-Petrels  were 
reported  from  numerous  pelagic  trips,  and 
2 Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  were  seen  on  an 
Aug.  10  SJPT  to  Cordell  Bank,  SON/ 
MRN  (DS).  On  Aug.  27  hawk-watchers 
on  Hawk  Hill,  Marin  Headlands,  MRN, 
spotted  an  immature  Booby,  possibly  Red- 
footed, flying  below  them  adjacent  to 
Kirby  Cove  (AF,  fide  JM). 

In  the  summering  waterfowl  depart- 
ment, Lake  Merced’s  by-now-thoroughly- 
domesticated  White-fronted  Goose  spent 
the  summer  in  SF,  and  several  pairs  of 
Lesser  Scaup  raised  broods  at  Sunnyvale 
WPCP,  SCL  (MR).  A Redhead  was  at 
Drake’s  Beach,  PRNS,  Aug.  1 4 (RS),  and 
a female  Hooded  Merganser  was  at  Corte 
Madera,  MRN,  Aug.  16  (DW).  More  sur- 
prising, though,  was  an  adult  male 
Harlequin  Duck  discovered  at  Coyote 
Point  CP  Aug.  27  (RSTh),  and  seen 
through  at  least  the  30‘'\  The  bird  was 
molting  and  may  have  been  present  un- 
detected all  summer.  Two  more  male 
Harlequins  apparently  summered  down 
the  coast  at  Monterey  Harbor,  AITY. 

Raptors  to  Alcids 

From  the  Marin  Headlands,  MRN,  a 
juvenile  Bald  Eagle  was  seen  Aug.  6 and 
a Prairie  Falcon  Aug.  7 (”FB),  while  other 
Prairie  Falcons  flew  over  Hayward  Reg. 


Shoreline,  ALA,  Aug.  10  (TR,  CG),  and 
Alviso,  SCL,  Aug.  31  (MM).  But  the 
most  excitement  was  caused  by  a 
Crested  Caracara  {Caracara  cheriway) 
found  n.  of  the  town  of  Marina,  MTY, 
on  Aug.  1 1 (RS,  oob),  a bird  native  to  s. 
Texas,  Mexico,  and  further  south.  If  ac- 
cepted by  the  CBRC,  this  would  be  the 
state’s  first  Caracara  (although  a differ- 
ent bird  was  also  found  near  Santa 
Barbara  this  summer).  However,  with 
this  species  there  is  always  the  question 
of  captive  origin,  so  the  debate  is  on. 
Regardless  of  the  eventual  decision, 
many  area  birders  were  thrilled  to  see 
this  unique  and  stunning  raptor. 

Now,  on  to  the  shorebirds!  ...  Three 
Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were  reported:  a 
juvenile  at  Shollenberger  Park,  SON, 
Aug.  1 1 (DAs);  an  adult  at  Redwood 
Shores,  SM,  Aug.  5- 1 1 (RSTh;  oob);  and 
a juvenile  at  Abbott’s  Lagoon,  PRNS, 
Aug.  21  (SK).  Numerous  Lesser  Yellow- 
legs  were  reported  from  MRN  and  SCL, 
and  single  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  re- 
ported from  Pescadero  Cr.,  SM,  Aug.  8 
(RSTh);  Limantour  Beach,  PRNS,  Aug. 
17  (RS);  and  Drake’s  Estero,  PRNS, 
MRN,  Aug.  28  (JW),  as  well  as  from 
BUT  and  MON.  Three  Upland  Sand- 
pipers {Bartramia  longicaiida)  appeared 
at  the  Farallons,  SF.  The  first  arrived  Aug. 
17  and  was  found  dead  the  next  day, 
possibly  the  victim  of  a Peregrine.  Then 
on  Aug.  20,  2 more  were  spotted.  This 
makes  7 records  for  the  site,  3 of  which 
have  died  (PP).  West  Coast  Semipal- 
mated  Sandpipers  are  always  tricky  to 
identify,  but  singles  were  reported  in  Au- 
gust from  Sunny\^ale  WPCP,  SCL,  Aug. 

2 (BR,  FV);  Ravenswood  OSP,  SM,  Aug. 

3 (RSTh);  and  Limantour  Beach,  PRNS, 
MRN,  Aug.  17-21  (RS;  SK).  Two  were 
on  the  Farallons,  SF,  Aug.  20  (PP),  and  1 
or  2 birds  were  at  Crissy  Field,  SF,  Aug. 
3-20  (HC;  PS,  ME,  ASH).  Twenty-four 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  seen  at  8 loca- 
tions in  the  9-county  area.  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  were  seen  at  Limantour 
Beach,  PRNS,  MRN,  Aug.  1 7 & 29  (RS; 
TBr,  LC);  at  Sunnyvale  WPCP,  SCL, 
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Aug.  15-20(AlZ;()oh);  and  at  Alviso,  SCd., 
Aug.  29-31  (BH,  FV;  MM).  A Stilt  Sand- 
piper appeared  at  State  and  S]:ireekles  Sts. 
in  Alviso,  SCL,  Aug.  I 7-.3  1 (MB;  ooh). 
In  MEN  Co.,  the  month’s  only  BiilT- 
hreasted  Sandpiper  w'as  found  at  Class 
Beaeh,  Id.  Bragg,  Aug.  22-23  (I )'!').  Buffs/ 
Beeves  were  found  at  State  and  Spreekles 
in  Alviso,  SCE,  on  Aug.  I I - 1 7 (AW;  ooh); 
at  Doran  BE  at  Bodega  Bay,  SON,  Aug. 
2S-26  (BB,  IfM;  ooh);  and  at  Limantour 
Beaeh,  PENS,  M BN,  Aug.  28  (1)B,  MS, 
ES).  Red-neeked  Phalaropes  appeared  at 
eoastal  and  Bayside  water  spots,  with  a 
high  of  2 1 00  at  Sunnyv'ale  WPCP  on  Aug. 

1 I (MM). 

Among  larids,  16  South  Polar  Skuas 
were  reported  from  the  8 pelagic  trips 
that  posted  reports  puhlicly.  All  3 jaeger 
species  were  frequently  reported,  with  a 
high  for  Long-tailed  Jaegers  of  35  birds 
on  the  Aug.  17  SJPT  from  Fort  Bragg, 
MEN  (DS).  A Long-tailed  was  far  inland 
at  Mono  L.,  MON,  Aug.  24-25  (PJM). 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  numerous  on 
Monterey  Bay,  AITY/SCZ,  with  250, 
250,  and  425  being  recorded  on  SjPTs 
on  Aug.  5,  7,  and  8 (DS).  Like  Mono 
Lake’s  jaeger,  a single  Sabine’s  Gull 
showed  up  here  on  the  24'*’  (KN,  fide 
PJM).  Five  Common  Terns  showed  up 
at  4 sites  in  SCL,  SF,  and  SM,  Aug.  1 1 - 
31.  The  Aug.  8 SJPT  on  Monterey  Bay 
noted  a high  of  84  Arctic  Terns  (DS). 
Four  Black  Terns  flew  past  Coyote  Pt. 
CP,  SM,  Aug.  19  (RSTh),  while  1 bird 
at  Sunnyvale  WPCP  on  the  17'*’  eventu- 
ally turned  into  4 by  the  29*''  (CLo,  AG, 
mob).  Black  Skimmers  wandered  the 
Bay,  being  seen  as  far  north  as  the  Ber- 
keley Marina,  ALA,  Aug.  22  (BF,  ooh), 
and  the  Martinez  Shoreline,  GG,  Aug. 
17  (SH,  GII,  GL,  LL). 

A sickly  Gommon  Murre  was  found 
at  Byxbee  Park,  SGL,Aug.  29  (IM;  MR, 
MM).  But  better  news  was  that  in 
Purisima  Gr.  Reg.  OSP,  SM,  a fledgling 
Marbled  Murrelet  was  discovered  Aug. 
30;  this  is  the  first  confirmation  ol  breed- 
ing at  the  northernmost  site  for  the  Santa 
Gruz  Mts.  population  (GR,  fide  DLSu). 


Wood  Warbler 
Sightings 

Virginia’s  Warbler 


Aug.  20 

SE  Farallon.  SF 

PR 

Canada  Warbler 

Aug.  28 

Ralomarin  Bird  Obs.  MRN 

tide  KH 

Aug.  30 

OPR.  RRNS.  MRN 

RS 

Aug.  31 

Mt.  Davidson.  SF 

DA 

Abbreviations  for  Observers:  DA,  David 
Armstrong;  DAs.  Dick  Ashford;  BB.  Betty  Burridge; 
TB,  Tim  Baer;  TBr,  Tony  Briggs;  HC,  Hugh  Cotter;  LC. 
Les  Chibana;  ND.  Nathan  Dias;  AE.  Al  Eisner;  ME. 
Mark  Eaton;  AF.  Allen  Fish;  BF.  Brian  Fitch;  AG,  Andy 
Gibb;  CG.  Claire  Gallagher;  ASH,  Alan  S.  Hopkins; 
CH,  Claudia  Hein;  KH,  Keith  Hansen;  SH,  Scott  Hein; 
SHa,  Steve  Hampton;  SK,  Sandy  Koonce;  CL,  Cindy 
Lieurance;  CLo,  Calvin  Lou;  LL,  Leslie  Lieurance;  JM, 
Joe  Morlan;  MM,  Michael  Mammoser;  PJM,  Peter 
Metropulos;  RM,  Roger  Marlow;  TM,  Tom  Moutoux; 
DN,  David  Nelson;  KN,  Kristie  Nelson;  PR  Peter  Pyle; 


BR.  Bob  Reiling;  CR,  Cindy  Roessler;  DR,  Don 
Reinberg;  MR,  Mike  Rogers;  TR,  Toby  Romer;  DLSu.  j 
David  Suddjian;  DS.  Debra  Shearwater;  ES.  Emily 
Serkin;  MS,  Michael  Stevenson,  PS,  Paul  Saraceni; 

RS,  Rich  Slallcup;  DT.  Dorothy  Tobkin;  RSTh,  Ronald 
S.  Thom;  FV,  Frank  Vanslager;  AW.  Anna  Wilcox;  DW. 
David  Wimpfheimer,  JW.  Jeffrey  Wilkinson,  MZ.  Matt 
Zlatunich.  i 

Semicolons  separate  original  observeKs)  from  sub- 
sequent observerfs)  Abbreviation  "mob"  = many  ob- 
servers; "oob"  = other  observers  Information  is  com- 
piled from  BirdBox  transcripts  and  regional  listservs;  i 
the  author  apologizes  for  any  errors  or  omissions.  i 

Abbreviations  for  Counties  and  Others:  ALA. 
Alameda;  BUT.  Butte;  CC.  Contra  Costa;  Co.,  County; 

CP.  County  Park;  Cr.  Creek;  L , Lake;  MEN, 
Mendocino;  MON.  Mono;  MRN,  Marin;  n./s./e./w.  = 
north/south/east/west;  OPR,  Outer  Pt.  Reyes;  PRNS, 

Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore;  RP,  Regional  Park,  SCL. 
Santa  Clara;  SCZ.  Santa  Cruz;  SF,  San  Francisco; 
SJPT.  Shearwater  Journeys  pelagic  trip;  SM.  San 
Mateo;  SON.  Sonoma;  SR  State  Park;  SR,  State  Re- 
serve, WPCP,  Water  Pollution  Control  Plant. 


On  Aug.  10  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  142 
Marbled  Murrelets  were  tallied  on  the 
water  (PJM).  A total  of  16  Xantus’ 
Murrelets  were  seen  over  the  course  of 
3 SJPTs,  Aug.  10-17,  in  waters  in  MRN, 
MEN,  SF,  and  SON  (DS).  Tufted  Puf- 
fins were  seen  on  at  least  6 pelagic  trips. 

Doves  to  Thrashers 

A White-winged  Dove  flew  over  Half 
Moon  Bay,  SM,  Aug.  17  (RSTh),  and  at 
least  10  Black  Swifts  were  reported  from 
3 locations.  An  imm.  male  Gosta’s  Hum- 
mingbird was  found  at  Mt.  DaHdson,  SF, 
Aug.  21  (PS).  In  Davis,  a Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird  Aug.  27-30  made  for  a 
first  Yolo  Go.  record  (SHa;  oob). 

Willow  Flycatchers  were  in  the  van- 
guard of  fall  migrants,  heginning  to 
trickle  through  alter  Aug.  17.  A 
1 lammond’s  Flycatcher  was  in  ALA  Aug. 
28  (BF  , oob)  and  a Gray  Flycatcher  at 
OPR,  PRNS,  MRN,  on  Aug.  30  (RS). 
Phis,  a Red-eyed  Vireo  (RS),  and  a Blue- 
headed Vireo  (DN)  at  OPR  on  Aug.  30 
were  among  the  first  coastal  fallout  of 
vagrants  for  the  autumn.  A lingering  Red- 
eyed  Vireo  pleased  many  obserrers  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  GGP,  SF,  in  the 
days  after  Aug.  13  (MZ;  mob). 

Wood  Warblers  to  Finches 

Only  a handful  of  eastern  warblers  were 


reported  in  August;  we  will  have  to  wait 
for  September  for  the  real  push. 

A Scarlet  Tanager  {Piranga  olivacea) 
located  at  El  Polin  Spring  in  the  Presidio, 
SF,  was  the  top  bird  of  an  exciting  migra- 
tion day  in  the  city  at  month’s  end,  Aug. 
3 1 (PS;  ASH).  Single  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  seen  Aug.  6 at  Mt.  Davidson, 
SF  (PS)  and  Aug.  30  at  OPR,  MRN  ( RS). 
A Painted  Bunting  {Passerhm  ciris)  was 
also  seen  on  the  3 P'  in  San  Francisco,  at 
East  Wash  (ND);  the  bird  was  an  imma- 
ture, which  likely  rules  out  the  possibility 
of  it  being  an  escaped  cage  bird.  And 
rounding  out  this  month’s  report,  a female 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  appeared  in  the 
saltmarsh  by  the  Sam  Trans  bus  terminal 
in  South  San  Francisco,  SM,  Aug.  20 
(RSTh)  . . . but  did  it  catch  a bus  here,  or 
a plane  from  nearby  SFOr  ^ 


CHRISTMAS 
BIRD  COUNT 

Mark  your  calendars  now! 

The  Oakland  Christmas  Bird 
Count  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
December  15,  2002.  The  San 
Francisco  Count  will  be  held  Fri- 
day, December  27th.  Details  will 
be  in  next  month’s  Gull. 
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Help  Wanted:  Become  a Volunteer  Environmental  Educator 


If  you  enjoy  being  with  kids  and  shar- 
ing their  enthusiasm  for  the  outdoors 
and  their  excitement  when  they  see 
their  first  Red  Tail  Hawk,  Clapper  Rail 
or  Least  Tern,  then  you  are  a candi- 
date for  the  GGAS  environmental 
education  program.  No  previous  ex- 
perience is  necessary. 

Volunteers  are  trained  by  GGAS 
staff  and  work  with  a team  of  natu- 
ralists, park  rangers  and  high  school 
student  mentors.  Activities  take 
place  at  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Regional  Shoreline  Park  in  Oakland 
and  the  Alameda  Wildlife  Refuge,  as 
well  as  in  elementary  school  class- 
rooms and  schoolyards  in  Oakland 
and  Alameda. 


\V 


Students  get  hands-on  experience 


The  classroom  visits  and  field  trips 
are  held  on  weekdays,  primarily  in 
the  morning  hours.  Volunteers  are 
required  to  commit  to  a minimum 
of  six  hours  per  month. 

Here’s  a wonderful  chance  to  pass 
on  your  love  of  the  natural  world  to 
children  who  are  experiencing  it  for 
the  first  time  and  to  help  them  be- 
come aware  of  the  connection 
between  human  nature  and  the  na- 
ture around  them. 

For  more  information:  contact 
Audubon  staff  members  Patti 
Garcia  at  510.434.1898  or  Tsahai 
Godner  at  51 0.434. 1 927  or  e-mail 
Tsahai  at  Tcodner@audubon.org. 


WELCOME 

NEW 

MEMBERS 


As  a member  of  National  Audubon  Society,  you  are  automatically  enrolled  in  the  local  chapter, 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society.  Ghapter  benefits  include  receipt  of  The  Gull,  access  to  field 
trips  and  programs,  and  the  opportunity  to  volunteer.  Gall  the  office  if  you  have  any  questions. 
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